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Anciently contended for, and asf 


farre as the Times would ſufter, practiſed 


by the firſt Non-conformitlts in the daies of 
QueenEL1zA BETH. 


Found in theſtudy of the moſt woot | 


Divine, MF. Thomas Cartwrizht,after his deceaſe z 
and reſerved to be Publiſhed for 


fuch a time as thus. 
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by lawom Eccleſiaſtical calling, ſach ach as hercafter is 
powne 
4,0 theſe foz the among xard of etc © (everall kindsare 
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THE 


SACRED DISCIPLINE 


of the CHuRGcn, deſcribed in 
the Word " God. 


oO maazz7 De Diſcipline of Chtilts Chorchthat is ne- 

»] FERN ceſſary foz all times is delivered: by Chaiſt, 
; and ſet downe in the holy Scriptures. 
(Therefoze the true and lawfull Diſcipline 
SM is to be fetched from thence, and from 
TREO ® thence alone. And tbar which reftetbupon 
any otber foundation ought to be eſteemed unlawfull aud 
countertert. 

Of all particular Churches there ts one and the ſame right 
o2dcr and fo2zme ; Therefoze aiſono one may challenge to tit 
ſelfe any power over others; no2 any right Whic) bethnot 
alike agree toothers, 

The Miniſters of publique charges in every charges 
Church ought tq be called and appolntyn: to ther. 
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fo beaccounted fit, butt be that ts endued With the common 
nifts of all the godly 3*that ts, with faith, aud a blamcleſe 
1ife ; And further alſo, with thoſetþat ate pzoper to that 
Miniſtery wherein he is to beuſed, and neceſſary fo? the crc- 
cuting of the ſame; whereupon fox trtall of thoſe gifts ſme 
convenient way and craminatton is to be uſed. 

" The party to be called maſt firſt be elected, then be is to be 
o2damned to that charge whereunto eis choſen, by the pray: 
crs ofthat Church whereunto be is to be admitted; the mutyu- 
all dufres vf bim.and of the Church being befoxe laid open. 

The Winiſters of the Church are, firſt they that are Mini» 
fters of the wozd, Jn their examination it fs ſpectally to be 
taken btcdunto, that tbey be aptto teach; and tryedmen, 
not a no2 netvly lanted' and convertedeo 
the Fat 

Now theſe Miniſters of the waz are, frſt paſtors, which 
doe adminiſter the Wozd and Sa aments,then Teachers, 
which are occupied in wholſome doftrine, 

Belides there are alſo Elvcrs, Which Watch over the life 
Ind behaviour of cvcry man, and cacons, which bave care 


Further, in every particular Cl urch there ought to be a 


P2esbytery, which is a Conſiftozp, and as it were a Scare 
of Elders, Underthe name of Elders here are contained they 
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 whointhe Church miniſter doctrine;and thep whoare pzoptre 


lpcalled Elders. 
By the common Counſecll of t Elderlhip all things arc 
directed that belong to thefſtate of their Church. Firſt;ſuch as 


hclong to the guidance of. the whole body of it inthe holy 


Duet panes 
Atl 
to eolication, > . Then alſo ſuch 't particular 


A DireQory for Church-government. . 
rod may enfoy all the -ptiviledges that belong tmto them, 


- that th? wicked may be cozrected with Eccleftaſticall cenſures 
- Are22?ingto the quality of the fault, pztvate and publique,by 


admamſhing + byremoving either from theLozds Dupper 
by (uſpenſt3ncas tt ts commonly callen)o2 out ofthe Church 
by E:communication, Tye which belong ſpectally ta the 
Mlinlters of publique charge tn the Church to their calling 
either to be begun o2 ended, and ended elther by relfebing oz 
puniſhing them, and that fo2 a time by (uſpenſion o2 altoge- 
ther by depoſition. | | 
No? directing of the Elderſhiplet the ]Iaſto2s be ſetover it, 


02 if there bemo Paſtozs then one i1the ſame Churchzlet the 


Paſtozs doe it fn their turnes. | | 
But yet ta all the greater aifaires of the Church, as in Er- 


' communicating of any , and in choofing and vepoſhig of 


Church Miniſters, nothing may be concludey withour the - 
knowledge and conſent of the Thurcy. "ol | 
Particular Churches ought to yeeld mutuall belp one ta 
another, fo2 which cauſe they are to communicate amonglt 
themlelves. - +0 E; 
Theend of this communtcating together is.that 8i{ things 
in themmay be ſo direced both in rega:d of Doſtrine and 
_ of Diſcipline, as .by the THo2d of Gay they ought - 
to bey. | 
Therfo2e the things that belong hereunto are determined 
by the common opinion 6f thoſe who meet lo tocommiant- 
cate together,and whatſoever ts to be amended furthered 02. 
p2ocured in any of thole ſeverall Churches that belongto 
that affembly. herein, albcic no particular Thurch odth 
poWer over another,yet every particular Church of the ſa 
reſozt,nieting and counſel],ought to obey the opinion of moze 


Churches with whom thep-conmunicats?, | 
Fo: og of theſe meetings and aTemblies there ne | 
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 andend the conference With pzayer. to know every mans tne 


A DireCtory for Church-Government. 


- bechoſenby every Church belonging to that aembly, pain: 
cipall men from among the Elders, who areto have their 
taſtructions from thein, and [o to bee ſentto the Aſſembly, 


# 


There mult be alſo &carehad , that the ugg they (hall re: 


turne tohave been godly agreed on by the meetings, be dilf- 
gently obſerved by the Churches, 

Further in ſuch aſſemblies there is alſo to bechoſenone that 
way be ſet over the aſſemblies-who may moderate and Direct 
them. His duty is to (ee, that the aſſemblies be held godly, 


quiet and comely, Therefoze it belongefh unto him to begin 


ſtrucions,to p20pound tn 02ver the things that are to bee 
bandled,togathertheir opinions,and to p20peand what is the 
opinion of the greater part. Jt is alſotbe part of the reſt of 
theaſſembly to. (peak.their opinions Lf the things pzopotn- 
ded godly and quictly. 
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TheS ynodicall Diſcipl ine gathered out of theSynods 
and uſe of the Churches which have reſtored it 
according to the Word of God,and ont of ſun- 


dr 'Y bookes that are written of ſ be ſame, 
and referred unto certain Heads. 


Of the neceſſity of a Cabling. 
Et no manthruſt himſelfe into the executing of any 


art of publique charge in the adminiſtration of the 
Vord, Sacraments, Diſcipline or care over the poore. 


Neithet let any ſuch ſue ot ſeck for any patique charge of 
e lawfully 
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the Church, but let every one tarryantill bee 
called. 20; 
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The #1a1ner of entring and determining of « Calling an] 
againſt a Miniſtery of no certaine pooce 3 and 
the deſertion of a Church. 
I. Ft none be called butjunto ſome certain charge ordain- 
— ed of God, and to the exerciſing of the ſame in ſome 
particular Congregation. And he that is ſo called let him be 
ſo bound to that--—-Church that he may not after be of any 
other, or depart from it without the confent thereof. Let 
none be called,. but they that have firſt ſubſcribed the con- 
fellion of Dottrine and Diſcipline. Whereof let them be ad- 
moniſhed to have copics with themſelves. | | 
In the examination of Miniſters the teſtimony © of the 
place from whence they come1s to be demanded, whereb 
1t may bee underſtood what life and converſation hee hat 
been of.,and whether he hath been addited to any Herelie, 
or tO the reading of any hereticall books, or to curious and 
ſtrange queſtions and idle ſpeculations ; or rather whether 
hee be accompted ſound and conſenting in all things to the 
Doctrine received in the Church. Whereunto if hee a- 
orec, hee is alſoto expound ſome part of the holy Scrip- 
tures twice or oftner,asit ſhall ſeem meet to the examiners, 
and that before the Conference, and that Church which is 
intereſſed. Let him alſo be demanded of the principall 
heads of Divinity, And whether he will diligently execute 
and diſcharge his Miniſtery , and in the execution thereof 
propound unto himſelfe hot his owne deſires and commo- 
dities, but the glory of God and edification of the Church. 
Laſtly, . whether hee will be ſtudious and carefull to main- 
taine and preſerve wholeſome Dotrine,and Eccleſtaſticall 
Diſcipline. Thuslet the Miniſter. be examined not php, 
by one Elderſhip, but alſo by ſorh&greater mecting and 
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of EleTion, | | | 
Efore the Eleftion of a Miniſter and the deliberationof 
the Conference concerning the ſame, let there be aday 
of Faſtkept in the Church interelled. =; 
Of the place of exerciſing this Calling.” 
Lbeit it be lawful for a Miniſter upon juſt occaſion to 
Preachin another Church then that wherofhe is Mi- 
niſter,yet none may exerciſe any ordinary Miniſtery elſe- 
where, but for a certaine time upon great occaſion, and by 
the conſent of Ins Church and Conference. 
of the office of the Miniſters of the word, and firſt of the 
order of Liturg y,or Common Prayer. 
Et the Miniſter that is to Preach namea Pſalme or a 
part of aPſalm(beginning with the firſt, and ſo procee- 
ding) thatrnay be ſung by the Church, noting to then the 
end of their finging(to wit)the glory of God and their own 


edification. After the Pſalmelet a ſhort admonition to the 
; people follow of preparing themſelves to pray duly unto 
& -; God. Then let there be made a Prayer containing a gene- | 
W rall conteſton. Firſt of theguilt of ſin both originall and 
[ actuall, and of the puniſhment which is due by the Law for 
| them both. Thenalſoof the promiſe of the Goſpell, and 
in reſpett of it ſupplication of pardon for the ſaid guilt and 
pumihment, and petition of grace. promiſed, as for the 
| ., dvutiesof the whole life, fo j nk for the godly cx- 
F - pounding andreceivingofthe Word. Let this petition be 


concluded with the Lords Prayer. Afﬀer the Sermon, let 
? Prayer be made againe, Firſt for race! to profit by the 
[/ doctrine delivered , the principall heads thereof being re- 
pl 


membred; then for all men, but chiefly for the univerſal 

f _ Churchand tor all eſtates and degrees of th people;which 
1s likewiſe to be ended with the Lords Prayer and the fing- 
mgofa Pſaline as before. Laſt ofaler the Congregation 

SESTS | be 
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 bbah(nled, with ſome convenient farme of blefiuty taken 
-0v:;} 10: 10% Of Preaching. | Hrs 
F-. Ethim that ſhall Preach: chooſe  fome - paxt of the 
Canonicall Scripture to expound, and not of the 4- 
-—pocrypha.' Further an-his ordinary Miniſtery, lethina 
nottake Poſtills (as they are called)but ſome whole booke 
of the holy Sctipture, eſpecially of the new Teſtament,to 
expound in order. In choiſe whereofregard is to be had 
or ofthe Miners ability,and of the edification of the 
urch.!: /1i- 
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and exam 
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Efore the Eleftion 
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Of EleFion. © | 


5 of a Miniſter and the deliberationof 
the Conterence concerning the ſame,let|there be a day 


of Faſtkept 1n the Church interelled. 


Of the place of exerciſing this Calling. 


A Lbeit it be laywfull for a Miniſter upon juſt occaſion to 


Preach in another Church then that wherofhe is Mi- 
niſter,yet none may exerciſe any ordinary Miniſtery elſe- 


where, but for a certaine time upon great occaſion, and by 
the conſent of Ins Church and Conference; 


Of the Office of the Miniſters of the word, and firſt of the 
order of Liturgy,or Common Prayer. 
Et the Miniſter that 1s to Preach namea Pſalme or a 
part of aPſalm(beginning with the firſt,and ſo procee- 
ding,) that may be ſung by the Church, noting to them the 
end of their finging(to wit)the glory of God and their own 
edification. Afﬀter the Pſalmelet a ſhort admonition to the 
pcople follow of preparing themſelves to pray duly unto 
God. Then let there be made a Prayer containing a gene- 
rall conteſhon. Firſt oftheguilt of ſin both originall and 
actuall, and ofthe puniſhment which is due by the Law for 


| themboth. Thenalſoof the promiſe of the Goſpell, and 


in reſpett of it ſupplication of pardon for the ſaid guilt and 
puniſhment, and petition of grace promiſed, as for the 
duties of the whole life, ſo eſpecially for the godly ex- 
pounding and receiving ofthe Word. Let this petition be 
concluded with the Lords Prayer. Afﬀter the Sermion,let 
Prayer be made againe, Firſt for grace to profit by the 
doctnne delivered , the principal! Fadh thereof being re- 
membred; then for all men, but chiefly for the univerſal 
Church and for all eſtates and degrees of the people;which 
15 ikewife to be ended with the Lords Prayer and the fing- 
mgofa Pſalme as before. Laſt ofaHlet the Congregation 
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iaghfangled, with ſome.convenient forme of bleſſing takea 
otof the Seriptute duchavis Namb 24-2 Cor 323: --; - 
—— YC Of Preaching. | OY $4 
J  Echim that ſhall Preach: chooſe ſome -paxt of the 


Canonicall Scripture to expound, and not of the 4- 
pocrypha.' Further an his ordinary Miniſtery, let him 
nottake Poſtills (as they are called)but ſome whole booke 
of the holy Sctipture, eſpecially of the new Teſtament,to 
expound in an F4 In choiſe whereof regard is to be had 
pn ta ofthe Miniiiers ability,and of the edification of the 
urch.!: oi! 


ofthe 
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\ þy degrees; as alſdin ordering the geſture wherein (the 

ll hodybe Fi 

4 borry 15to follow the voyce, there being avoyded inita)l 
unſee : 


Ls 
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onof therudeandignorant before they be admitted tothe 
Lords Supper. þ | | 
© . * 1 Df theothey parts of Liturgy or Divine Service. 
LE thereſt of the Liturgy ot Divine Service con- 
—X fiſteth in the adminiſtration of the Sacraments and by 
the cuſtome of the Church in the blefliing of Marriage. The 
moſt commodions forme thereof is that which isuſed by 


the Chntches that have reformed” their —Diſcipline ac- 


cording tothe Word/of/ God, 
" Of Sacraments. 

Et onely a Miniſter of the Word that is a Preacher 
miniſter the Sacraments, and that after the preveds” 

= og place then in the pub-' 

ch. | 


- 


Ip. ofthe Word;and not in 
I:que aftemblies of the Chur 
. Of Baptiſme. 


WW Omen only may not offer unto Baptitme thoſe that 
V aretobebaptized; butthe Fatherifit may be,orin 
his nameſome other. They which preſent unto 1 
ought to be perſwaded not to give thoſe that are Baptized 


the names of God or of Chriſt, or of ___ or of holy 


Offices;as of Baptiſt, Evangeliſt, 8c. nor ſuch as ſavour of 

Paganiſme or Popery ; but chiefly ſuch whereofthere are 

examples in the holy Scriptures in thenames of thoſewho 

are reported in them to have beene godly and vertuous. 
Of the Communion. 


Et the time of celebrating the Communion bee made _ 


known eightdayes before,thar the Corigregation may} 
preparethemfelves, and that the Elders may do their duty 


m gong to and) ay ought. 1308 
Of Sfgnifying their mames t 
Erna 


riot ed to the 


beforehave: 


CEA NA Be c 

Lords Table whenthey firſt deſire 55ion tolty give 

their names to the Miniſter _ dayes before the Com» 
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mynion that care of enquiring of them moy be comcnined 
to the Elders, that if there be any cauſe of hindrance there- 


. may be ſtay. made betime z butiif there be noſuchthing let 


them proceed (where neede md be); tothe. exammingbf 
their faith before-ſome of; the. Elders. and Miniſters eve 
woneth before the Communio6n.' Lert this whole Treatiſe: 
af | Diſcipling bg read-in the confiltory, and let the Mi- 
nilters, Elders and Deacons be cenſured one after an-other: | 
yet ſo that the Miniſter concerning DoGrine be cenſured of 
Mmiſters only. | *in 

. Let them only be admittedtothe Communion that have: 
made confeſſion of their faith,and fabmitted themſelves to: 
the NiGiplinezunleſſe they ſhall bring letters teſtmioniall-: 
of good credit from ſome other. place; or, ſhalt; approve : 
themſelves by ſome other ſufficient teſtimonie. | 

: Ghiros: rg boy to, be admitted to the gw gry 
ore they be of theage ot. I 4; ;Y FACES EXCEPLUTNE CONN 

760 x LA tr age ent or bd | a, 


On the Sabbath-day next before the. Communion; let : 
mention be made jn.the. Sermon of the.examination,wher- 
untothe Apoitleexhorteth, and .of , the peace. that. is by 
faith, jnthe day of the Communion, let there be ſpeechof, 
the Dottrine of the Sacraments,and eſpecially of the Lords 


SUPPET. | AUT 4 
Of Faſting--. 


- Erthe day of Faſting bee publiſhed bythe Paſtor ac- 

| cording t0:tke adviſe of the confiſtory!,. either for ſup-: 
plication,for turning away of calamities preſent or threat-. 
ned; or for petition.af ſoine\ſpecial grace. Letthe Sex 
mons upon the ſame day before and after ,nopne(as'on thi 
= & day bee ſuchas may beg . fir for rhe preſent. oc- 


of 


FÞ Olidaies are cohveniently to be aboliſted. . 


| | M1 Of Marriage: | 


| 4 Diredlory for Chuith-goueriment. 
Of Holidaies. 
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, Er eſpouſinggoe before marrizge., Lev the, words of 
eſpouling be of the preſent time, and without.gondi; 
tion, and before ſufficient witnefles on both ſides. It 3s t 
be wiſhed that the Mwalſter or an Eldex he preſent at the 
eſpouſals, who having called upon God may admoniſh both 
parties of thetr duties. Firſt, may hayecare of ayaygh 
the degrees forbidden both by the Law of God and-o F 
and-then they may demand of ther, pai 4 EE 
from any bond of Marriape . which 1f they prafelie and be 
ſtrangers, he may alſo require ſufficierit teltimeny, F | 
alſo they are to be demanded, whether they hayeheen 
married before, and of : the death of the party with whom 
they were. married, which if they ackgowledpe-pndj 
ſtrangers | he + may- demand, convenient; teſtunony:9 
death of the ether party. .. Finally;let them be afhedift 
be under the government of anyz ' whetherthey | 
coneerneth have conſented. | \ tat th 

The Efſpoulals being done in due order, let themnar be- 

diflolved.thoughboth parties ſhould'conſent. Lexthemary 
riage-beiolemnized-within two moneths after.. Before the 
marriage let the promiſe be publiſhed three feverall Sab- 
bath dazes; but firſt, let the parties efpouſed', wath we 
parents or governours deſire the publiſhing thereof of the 


Miniſter and two Elders at the leaſt, that mayt 
manded of thoſe things that are needfull;, $1 _oe T 


quire to ſee the inſtrument of the covenant of the Marrir 
age,or atleaſt ſufficient teſtimony ofthe Eſpouſals, . Mar- 
rage may be ſolemmged and. bleſſed upon a Tour 

day of publique prayer,ſaving uponaday of Faſt. -, 
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A Diretfory for Church-@ operimente. 
Of $chooles. | 

Et children be in{truted in Schooles; both inather 
learning, and eſpecially in the Catechiſme; thathey 
may repeat it by heart,and wnderſiand i1t:zwhen they are fs 
inſtruded;lerthem be brovupht tothe Lords Supper , afttr 
they have been examined by the Miniſter, and allowed by 
him. 1: 
© 2 46 74 "Of Sthdents of Divinty,andtheir 
12 (HT T! iS's Exerciſes. | | | 
TiNvevery Church where it may conveniently be done, 
JI care is tobe had that ſome poore'Schollers ſhudious of 
Divitiity being fit for Theologicall exerciſes , and eſpeci- 
al for expounding of q 2 quad, may by the libe- 
rahity of /the godly rich be tavght- and trained up'to 
preach.” ' | 
3 Lek thar expoſition as often as it ſhall he convenient to 
be ha@beinthepreſence at leaſt of one Viniſter,by whoſe 
1 eſence they may bekeptinorder, and in the ſame ſort, 
Shona the manner of preaching) that publique Ser- 
mons aremade. Which being ended,Jet the other ſtudents 
Che being put apart that was Speaker) note wherem he 
hath failed iri any of thoſe things that are to be performed 
by Hin tHar preacherh PRnnenny bs is ſet down before. Of 
whoſeopmion let the Miniſter that is preſent and is mode- 
rator of thetr exerciſe, judge and admoniſh the ſpeaker, as 
he ſhallthinke meer. jy 


by 


pn nw— it Of Eladevs.- 1: 8 
' "Etthe Elders know every particularhouſe and perſon 
4-5 of the Church, that they may enforme the Miniſter of 
the condition of every one, and the Deacons of the ſicke; 
atidpoote, that they may rake care to provide for then : 
SANG 5 to be -perpetual], neither yet' calily to be 
_chanped.' | OIL C LEED [Te | 
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Loo JIO0); '_ IS 1s Ofc ſtories. LY : | 
N the Conf ſtory the moſt voices are to be yeeldedunts. 
nit onely Eccleſia icall things are to be Eandled. Of 
them; firſt they are to be dealt with ſuch as belong to the 
common dire&1on of the publique aſſembly, inthe order 
of Liturgy or divine Service,Fermon, Prayers;Sacramients, 
Mariages, and Þurials. Then with ſachalfoas pertaineto 
the overſight of every one.and their particular deeds. Fur- 
ther, they areto caule ſuch things as ſhall be thought meet 
tobe regr{tred and written 'ina booke. They areatfot 
cauſe to be written in another boocke the names of therh 
that are baptized. with the names of their parents and fare- 
nes. Likewtſe of the Communicants. F orelive alſd arero be 
noted their names thatare married, that die, and'towhom 


Letters teſtimonial are given. 
TI | Of the Cenſures. 
One is to be complained of unto the Confiſtory wn- 
1 Vleſle firſt the. matter being uttered with filencig the 
parties name, if jt ſeem meet ſoto-bedone by the judgment 
of the Conſiſtory. =» [ater TE howto 
In private ind leſſe faults the precept of Chrift, Mat. 18. 
15 to be kept. I-06 - 
Greater and publique offences are to be handled by the - 
ConTffory. Further publique offencps are to beeſteemed, 
firſt.ſuch as are done openly before allior whomſoever;the 
whole Church knowing of it Secondly,ſfuch as be done 
a publique place,albeit few know it. Thirdly,that are made - 
ſich by pertinacy and contempt:Foprthly,that for che hei- 
nouſteſle of the offthce are to be puniſhed with ſomegries 
vous civill puniſhment. DE | = £380 
They that are to be excommunicated bend publique 
charge in the Church, are to bedepofed alſo from their 


pF ih 


.curabledifeate; or by.anyiother.fuch!eaule; axed) 


untohim;andhe may be provided for liberallyanding 


# 
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the Miniſtery by reaſon of their ignorance , or of ſome in- 


pb 


performe- their'Miniſtery. 'Biit inthe roomes of, lah ; 
are diſabled by meanes of fickneſle or age,let wa 


-placed without the reproach af hina thatis diſcharged; ar 
turther; ſo as thereverence of the Miniſtery may Pig Sik 
i" 


order. MEE 
When there is queſtion concerning an heretique, com- 
plained of tothe Conſiitory,ſtzeight let two or three Ig 
ce 


bour Miniſters be called. menigodly andlearncd ,| and 


from that ſuſpition, by whoſe opinion he may be ſuſpen- 
ded till Io - as vt may take knowledge 
of his cauſe. . $2.1 21.000 2743507 220] Me} 

The obſtinate after admonition. by: the Conſfiſtory, 
though the fault have not been ſogreat, arc to be ſuſpen- 
ded-from the Communion; and if they continue m their 
obſtinacy , ' this ſhall bethe order to proceed to their, Ex- 
communication, Three ſeverall Sabbath daies after the 
Sermon publiquely let be declared the offence committed 
by cherdfeader. The firſt Sabbath let: not the offenders 
name be publiſhed. The ſecond let it bedeclared, and 
withall.g certaine day of the weeke named, to be kept for 
thatcauſein faſting and prayer. Thethird let wirangbe 
wine of 'his Excommunicating to follow the next Sab- 

th after , -except there may beſhewed ſome ſufficient 
cauſe to;; the-contrary : fo upon the fourth Sabbath day 
let 'the ſentence, 'of Excommunication. be. p Pee 


Mmmunication . be. pro: 
«ainſt bit ,:that his ſpirit may beſaved inthe day of the 
OTa, | 14:e1ch0l rero Tha y a0 bict vigt 
'Hethatthathcommitted great, offences, opprobrious to 
theiChargh; ' an za be grievoully puſhed bythe Magi- 
(rarevauchority albeis he prokeſſe ſchis repeutappe in word 


often , and how long it is to be done\,ter the Coney 
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yerfor the trivll thereof, and to take aWvay the offerice, Tet 
im for atim6be kept from the Communion. Which how 
ac- 
tording to their diſcretion determine. Aﬀer which, if the 
party repent, he is oy to be received apaine; but not 
untilt he have openly profeſſed his repentance before the 
COMER whereof he ſhould have been Excom- 
municated. | TAET NT S5 
If the Minifters of any publique charpe of the Church 
commit any ſuch thing, they are ro be depoſed from their 


charge. | -*Þ 
Of the «ffewblies of the Charch. 
Arricular Churchey are ro communicate one with ano=- 
ther by common meetings and reforts. In them onely 
FeeleGaſhcall mattersareto be handled,and of thoſe, onely 
ſuch as pertaine to the Churches'of that reſort; cone: iing 
other Churches,unleſie they bedefired, they ate rodeter- 
mine nothing further then to referre ſfach matters to their 

next comtnon and grear meeting. | 
Let the Order of proceedihg in them be this : Firſt, Ict 
the furvey be taken of thoſe that are preſent, and the names 
of thoſe that areabſent,and ſhould be there, benoted that 
they may give a reaſon at their next meeting of their ab- 
ſence, or becenſured by the judgement of the aſſembly 
next. Let the ads of the laſtaſſembly of that kinde be 
read, that if ay of the ſame remame wifniſhed they may 
be diſpatched: Then let thoſe things be deatt in thatare, 
properly belonging to the preſent aſſembly. Wherefirſt 
the wſtrytions ſert from the Churches areto bedelivered 
by every oheinorder, as they fit together, with their Ler- 
ters of exedence. > Secondly, let the ſtare ofthe Church 
of that refurvbeconlllaid.to Wie, tow they arci 
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and guided. Whether the holy DoQrineiand Difciphne 
be taught and exerciſed wthem-, and whether the Mini: 
ſters 0 __ Emmrges doe their duty , avd' ſuchlike. 
Furthermore theyſhall. determine of thoſe things that doc 
appertaine. to the.common ſtatg of all the Churches of that 
reſort, or unto on of the ſame, which way-miy be ſuf- 
ficient for the overſight. of the Churches. - Laſtly. if it ſeem 
meet,the Delegates preſent may be cenſured. '_, :/..; 

- They thataretq meet im fuchallembles afe to be choſen 
by. the conſent of the Churches of, that aljemibly andiconfe- 
rence to whom it may appertaine. AST 

Let ſuch onely be choſen thatexercife |publique fund j- 
on. in:the Church.;of Miniſtery or Elderitip,' and-wiftgh 
bave ſubſcribed to rhe Dgctrine and Diſcipline , !andihaye 
promiſed to behave themſelves accordingto the Word of 
God. Notwithſtanding it may be lawfujLalſc to be preſent 
for other Elders and other Mmiſters, ; ang likewiſe ( if the 
Aſſembly thinke it meet )for Deacons and for Students in. 

Divinity , eſpecially thoſe that exercife themſelves in ex- 

»ounding the holy Scriptures 1. the Conterenees , and be 

ſked ther opinion. W hich in- ſtudents is ts this'end;, that 

heir judgements in, handling matters Eecleiaſticall may 

'e both tried and. ſharpned, . But they-onely are to. give 
-oyce which are choſen by the Churches,and have hrought 
heir inſtructions ſigned from ther... |. 1 | + 

. If there fall qutany very waighty mattertobeconſuked. 
of, let notice of- It be givento:the Moderator of the Atlem- 
bly next going before, or to the Miniſter of that Church, 
Ui 1 the next meeting 15 to be. Theſameisto ſend word. 
ft in, dug txne.toche Miniſter of every Church of t atAf- 
Embly,; thar they. may 'communiate-i afore-hand-with 
hoſe towhom it appertaineth, that theDelegates reſorting. 
; | FQ- 
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td the next meeting may underſtand and report their 


judgements.. 


"2 


In appointing of the place for the Aſſembly regard muſt 


be had of the convenientdiſtance , and other commodities 
thatno part may juſtly complaine thar they are burthtned 
above others. | | 

In every ſuch Ecclefiaſticall Aſſembly it is meet there be 
a Moderator. Hee 1s to have charge of the Aſſembly, 
to ſee it Kept in good order, Fee 1s alwaics, if itm-y 
be convemiently, to be changed. The choile is to be 1nthis 
manner. : 


The Moderator of the former Aſſembly of that kind, or . 


in his abſence the Miniſter of the Church where they meer, 
having firſt prayed fitly to that purpoſe, is to move the 
Aſſembly to chooſe a Moderator. He being choſenis to 
provide that the things donein the Aſſembly may be writ- 


ten, that the Delegates of every,Church may write them _ 
out and.communicatethem: with the Conferences from 


whence they came. 


The Moderator 1salſo by the order and judgement of 
the Aſſembly, to give anſwereither by ſpeech or by Let- 
ters;to fach-as defire any anſwer, 'and to execute cenſunes 
f-anxbe ro beexecuted. Further, 'he is to procure- all 
things to: bedone 1n 1t godly and quietly, 'exharting ro 
meeknelle., :maderationof ſpirit, and forbearing wae of 
another where need ſhall be, and referring it to the Ailemr. 
blyo take order for-{uchasare obſtinateand contentions. 
Laffly, heis to temiemberthemof the next meeting fol» 
lowing, with thankes fortheir paines, and exhortarion to 
proceed cheerfiilly in tha Callings, ; and ſo,,curteoully, to; 
diſniifle the Aſſembly. Before ſuch! tiale none may. depart 
WI ut leave of the Aſlembly. ©5159 43ve 
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: - Thoſe Afcmblies, according to their kinds have greate 
anthority , if mY be greater; and leſle, if they beleſie. 


Therefore ( unlelle it be a plaine att, and manifeſt unto 
all) if any thinke himſclfe injured by the leſle meeting, 
he may appeale {t}] unto agreater, till he come to a ge+ 
nerall Councell , ſo that hee afcend orderly from: the 
leſleto.thenext greater. Butiris to be underſtood, that 
the ſentence of the Aſerabhes be holden firme untill 
uv be otherwiſe judged by an Afſembly of greater ay- 
thority. | | 


Aſſemblies or meetings are either 
Conferences or Synods. 

(Onm_ are the meermgs of the Elders of a few 

_pChurches,asforexample,of twelve. There areto meet 
m a Conference choſen bythe Elderfhip of every partict- 
Hr Church, one Maniſter,and one Elder. The Conferences 
areto be kept once in {ix weeks. 
' They are ſpecially to :looke into the ſtate of - the Chur- 
ches of that reſort and Conference:Examining particularly 


- theſe ſeverall points. Whether all things be done 1n them 


according to the holy. Do&rine and Diſcipline of the 
Goſpell, (to wit.) whether any queſtions be moved con- 
cerning any pomtof Doftrine. Whether the Ecdefia- 
fticall Diſcipline be duely obſerved. Whether any Mi- 
naiſter de wanting in any of thoſe Churches, that a fuffici- 
ent one in due time may be procured. Whether' the 
other Miniſters of 'publique:charge inthe Church be ap- 
pointed in every Congregation. Whether care be had 
of Schooles, and for the poore. Finally. they are to 
be demanded wherein any of themneedeth the advice of 
the Conference, f&rthe advancement of the Golpell a- 
mongſt them. | +; NP Fo Looghdbrle 

» Before 
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Beforetheend of the meeting, if it ſhall be ſo thought 


zood by them, letone of the Miniſters aflembled m Con- 
terenceeither choſen by voyee,ortaking it by turn, Preach 
publiquely. Of his Speech let the reft judge among them- 


felves (the Elders being pur apart ) and admonith him | 


brotherly, if there be any-cauſe, examining all things ac- 
cording to thoſe Rules that are before declared in the 


- Chapter,concerning the things that are to be performed by 
| choſs that Poet y, | 


Of Synods. 


A Synod is the- meeting of choſen men.of many Con- 
ferences. In them let thewhole Freatife of Diſciphne be 
read.  Inthemalfo. ( other things brit being ftarthed as 
was ſaid before ) let all thoſe that: are preſence be cenſured 
(if it may be done conveniently ) and letthem a ſo have 
2 communion in, and with the Church where they were 


" Therearetwo ſorts of -Synods;; the firſt is particular; 


which comprehendeth both the Provincialband Natio- 
nall Synod. A Provinciall Synod is the meeting''of 
the. choſen Men of every Conference: , within the 
Province} A Province contdineth-foure and twenty cons 

A fit way tocall a provinciall councell may be this, The 
care thereof (except themſclves wilt determine of it)may 
be communted to the particular. Elderthip of: ſome | conte- 
rence within the Province, which by adviſe of the ſame 
conference ma time for the meeting 
ot the maall Synod. | Sh] 
- TothaeChurch or Elderthip areto be fent the matters 
that ſcemod to the particular conferences moredifficutt ior 


. 4 
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them to take order in, and ſuch as belong tothe Churches 
of the whole Province, whichis to be done diligently, and 
in good time,thatthe ſame may in due ſeaſon givenorice 
of the place andtime of the Synod, and of the mattersto 
bedebated therein,that they which ſhall be ſent may cume 


the berter prepared and judge of them according to the ad- 
viſe of the Conferences. 

Two Miniſters and as many Elders are to be ſent from 
every Conference unto the Provinciall Synod-The ſame 
15 to be heldevery halfe yeare or oftner till the Diſcipline 
be ſetled. Itis to be held three moneths before every na- 
tronall Synod-, that they may prepare and make ready 
thoſeithings that pertaine to the Nationall. The as of 
the Provinciall Synod are to be ſent unto the Nationall;by 
the Elderſhipof that Church in which it was. holden , and 
every Miniſter 1s to be furmſhed with.a Copy ofthem, and 
with the reaſons ofithe ſame. A Nationall Synodror con-: 
vocation is a meeting of the choſen men of every Pro« 
vince, within the Dommionofthe ſame Nation and civill 
government. The way to call-ir (unleſſeit ſhall determine 
otherwiſe)may be the ſame with the Provinciall,that'is,by 
the Elderſbip of fome particular Churchz; which ſhall ap- 
point the tume and place: of the nezt-/Nationall Convoca- 
tion ; butnototherwiſethen by theadviſe of their Pro- 
vinciall Synod. FLA lay ns fe bf | 

Out of every Provinciall Synod there areto bee cho- 


ſenthree Miniſters, and as many Elders::t6 bee ſcat: to 


- the Nationall. They are to handle the things pertaining 


to the Churches of the whole Nation or -Kingdome, as 
the Doctrine, Diſcipline, Ceremonies , things not ded- 
ded by inferwur meetings, appeales and fuch/like. ' By the 
order-af the: fame , one is to bee appoiited which rand 
cf: ; gatner 
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—— _ one booke the Notes" of every'patticutar 
19rch. 4 , 
Thus much for particular meetings ,. the univerdall fol- 

loweth,whichis called a genierall, '6r cccomenicall coun- 

cell, which is a meeting of the choſen'menvfevery Nati> 
onall Synod. | The acts of alt fuch councells aye tobe repi- 

{fred and reported in a book: > -/ 3 £1} 69! 
The Diſcrplme intituled the Dri{ciplme of the-Church” 

defcribed.m the: Word of God;as farre as we can' judge. is 

taken, and drawne from the moſt pure Fountaine' of 'the 

Word of God , and containeth in it the Diſcipline of the 


Church that is neceſlary, eflential} and common to all ages 


of the Church. | 
The Synodicall alſo adjoyned as it reſteth upon the 


ſame foundations is likewiſe necellary and perpetuall, But - 
as farre-as it 1s not expreſly , confirmed by Authority: 
of the holy Scripture , but 1s applied to the uſe and 


times of the Church as their dwwers ſtates may require, ac- 


cording to the Analogy and' genecrall Rules of the ſame 


Scripture, 1s to bee judged profitable for the Churches 


that receive it, but may. bee "changed in ſuch things as-* 


belong not to the eſlence of the Diſcipline upon a like 
godly reaſon, as the divers eſtates of the Church may 


require. / 
The forme of the Subſcription. 


He Brethren of the conference of N. whole names 

| are here under written have ſubſcribed this diſcipline 
after this manner. This Diſcipline wee allow as a godh 

Diſcipline, and agreeable to the Word of God, ( yet fo 
49 wee may be firſt ſatisfied inthe ings hereunder no- 
ted ) anddeſirethe fame ſoacknowledged by us, to be 


farthered by all awfull meanes,that by publique amho- 
| ' rity 
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rify of - the- Magiſtrate, and /of oar;Charab it thay bee 
eſtabliſhed. *þr:1l} 
- Which thing, if it, may, bee obtained of Her right 

%. Excdlent Majeſty, and other the Magiſtrates ofthis King: 
dome ; we promiſe that we will dae nothing agamft n 
whereby the publique peace of the Chutch may be troub.. 
led. In the meane time we promiſe to 'obſerve it fo far 
abit may be lawfull for 'us ſo to doe, by the publique 
_ of this Kingdome , and by the. Peace of our 

Icon. | 2D 


